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THE COVERNOR'S MESSE,

Reviews North Carolina’s Volunteer
Troopsand Eulogizes our Dead.

o>

STATE PRISON BEHIND $125,000

-

The Governcr Recommends Increased Ap-
propriations for State Colleges and Char-
itable Institutions.

&
-

To the Senate and House of Represen-
tatiyes:

In April of last year, 1898, a state of
war betwixt the Uaited Statas and the
Kingdom of Spain was declared by
Congress, in pursuance of the policy
of this country to secure to the people
of the Spanish West Iudies the bles-

+ pings of civil and religious freedom.

In the first call of tho President for
troops to prosecute the war, the quota
demanded by the national government
from the State of North Carolina was
two regiments of infantry and one bat-
tery of artillery. This battery of artil-
lery was subsequently, by direction of
the Secretary of War, substituted for
and expanded into a battalion of in-
fantry of three companies, and, by di-
rection of the national War Oflice, was
recruitad from the negro population of
the State. There were two white reg-
iments formed, officered by my ap-
pointment, and mustered into the vol-
unteer army of the United States.

Upon the second call of the Presi-
dent for troops, the quota of North Car-
olina was directed by the Secretary of
War to be used in recruiting the sev-
eral companies of the First and Sec-
ond North Carolina Regiments to the
maximum prescribed by the rules for
the organization of the volunteer army
of the Union. After filling the First
and Second North Carolina Regiments
up to the required maximum, it was
found that enough men of the State’s
quota under the second call for {roops
were left to permit the expansion of the
colored battalion, mentioned above,
into a full regiment of ten companies,
and by direction of the War Depart-
meut at Washington, this was done.

North Carolina has reason to be
proud of the record made by her sons
in this war so rightfully declared and
8o quickly brought to a successful con-
clusion. The First North Carolina
Regiment was mustered into the ser-
vice of the United States among the
very first in all the country. In the
battle of Santiago, it was North Caro-
lina that gave up one of the bravestand
best in all the land when William E,
Shipp was stricken down. He wasree-
ognized in the army and throughout
tLie country as an oflicer of exceptional
merit. Among those who fell at Care
denas, was ancther North Carolinian,
Worth Baglev, who was the first com-
missioned officer killed in the war.
Upon the occupation of Cuba by our
army, the I'irst North Carolina Regi-
ment was the first to enter the capital
city of Havna, and the first to bear the
flag through 1ts thoroughfares.

The report of the Secretary of State,
of the Auditor and Treasurer and of
heads of the different departments of

the State administration are submitted
herewith. ‘T'hese reports are very full
and acurate, and the attention ef the
General Assembly i1s called to the rec-
ommendatious contained therein, that
such of those recommendations as may

approve themselves to the wisdom of |

the Legislature may Le envacted into
law.

The following exhibit shows the re-
ceipts and expenditures of the public
moueys for the two fiscal years endiug
November 3Juth, 180%, For the detaiis
of these receipts and expenditures yon
are referred to the report of the State
Treasurer, trausmitted herewith:

GENERAL FTUND.,
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Hscal year ending to-day. 1,397,552 .40
Total resouress f

r Treasury
1897 08 SR
Nov 80, 1847 di=-
bursesd for vear
ending t '--!:II}' £1.294.597.4
Nov, 30, 1888, dis-
bursed for vear
endlng t-day

£2,734 397.24

1,.254.22209
§2,50431783

Nor. 87 1752 balaneo in kanda
of Treasury at ead of fiscal

................

{ ranoed
| whiet

1
It thus appears that the available fund in
the Treasury at the end of the year 1898 is
$185,279.91, as aga‘nst §88,353.03, at the end
of the vear 1896, showlng & net increase for
the two years of $96,9.6.88, in the fund
available for public purposes. During these
two years the Treasury has paid £135.500 in
what may be termed extraordinary appro-
riations, which were as follows:
nstitution for the Education Of
the Deafand Dumb and Blind.. & 57,500.00
The StateNormal and Industrial

College ........... o e 25,000.00
North Caroclina University..... 10,000.00
Institute for the Education of

the Deaf and Dumb, (Mor-

ERABEORY, o2 oo o5 s ammprealns s siom S 20,000.C0
College of Agricultural and

Mechaple Arts .............. 5,000.00
College of Agricultural an

Mechanic Arts (colored).... . 10,000.00
State Nermal Schools (colored.. 8,000.00

ROtal. ... cvaciaciassm o mniy . £135.500.00

The Geological Survey has continued its
work of examining and reporting on our va-
rious migeral, timber aud water power re-
gources, and it is said to have been ipstru-
mental already in bringing several millions
of eapital into the State. During the past
two years it has also carried on an investiga-
tion concerniog the eharacter and extent of
the materials suitable for road bullding, in
both eastern and western counties, and the
result of this investigation wili be embodied
in a fortheoming report.

In copjunction with the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, investigation 1s
now being earried on as to therateof growth

under different conditions of the most im-
ortant timber trees of the eastern counties,
n conjunction with the United States Geo-

logical Survey, it is contlnuing the work of
preparing the large topographic and geologic
map of the State, this work having been
nearly completed for the mountain counties,
In conjunction with the United States Coast
Survey and with the co-operation of the au-
thorities of the several counties, the survey
is also establishing at all of the county seats
in the State a magnetic meridian post and &
standard measure for surveyors' chaius, in
the expectation that this will lead in the fo-.
ture to the more accurate survey of all lands
and boundary lines.

It has been estimated by the experts con-
nected with both the government and the
State forestry surveys, that in eastern Nortd
Carolina especially, during the present cen
tury, more timber has been destroyed by for-
est fires than has been cut and sold as lum-
ber. Twelve mwonths ago a single forest fire
along the border between North and South
Carolica is sald to have destroyed, in two
days, one million dollars’ worth of property
and 15lives. It is not as yet clear how these
destructive flres may be prevented in North
Carolina, bat I beg to ea.l ycur attention to
the fact that, during the past few years, leg-
islation has been enacted in Maine, New
York, Penpsylvania and some other States,
which has, without any great cost to these
Biates, resulted in greatly diminishing both
thejnumber and the destructiveness of these
fires,

A more widespread and intelligent inter-
est in the betterment of the public reads of
thn Siate is everywhere apparent, This ire

terest has been steadily growing during the
last decade, and it is evidently one of the
most vital economfe problems now befora the
people. There is need of better and more
uniform legislation in the interest of this
movenent and at an early day a report will
be presented to you embodying &n ahstract
of tho different cournty and State road laws
now in operation, and also muech informa-
tion concerning methods ol road-building,
There is also great need in this Btate for
more intelligent and experienced road en-
gineers and supervisors, so as to avoid a
wasting of money and labor in carrying out
worthicss plass for work., The plan of em-
floying short-term ccnviets on the roads has
proved economical and satisfactory in a
number of connties in this and other States,
and the system could be well estended, 0O
course no amount of legi-lation wili of itsel
radically change the existing conditions, but
perbaps laws providing for the working of
the public roads may be enaeted so as to
stimulate and direct better work in this ¢i-
rection, It is eoming to be generally recge-
nized that the use < f wide tires on all wagcna
sud other draft vehicles will greatly aid tke
keeping of the public roads in better cnn-
dition. It is desiralue that legislation lock-
inzin this direction should be epacted ip
North Carolina,
the report of the Board of Agricultyre

tr:u._-.:.it:--.l herewith, wives in detail the ‘-.p.'
crations of that Department for the last two
years, and the attention of the General As-
sembiy is directed to the recommendations
rortamned thervin, The Department has done
cone very valnable work sinee its last re-
vthe General Assembly, but it 3 be-
il t.‘:.:}.‘. its efliciency would be greatly in-
creased it the farmers' institute work in
which this Department engages, could be
miAde o reach o greater pumber of our farm-

!'-'r: t
ey

‘ l'i'.»: State Museum. under tha control of
this D partment, is one of the most #xten-
?H--‘u:;'l e Lest arranged institutions of jts
Al in the country, It is not only houor-
thia 1o the men who bave gathereld snd z--
its specimens andto the Siue to
1 it b=longs, but it would be creditalla
any State in theUsion.
Toe State Agricaitural Society has dape
cood work during the Inst two vears,  The
AT 10 I8OS was the most largely attegded ex-
hibition of the produets of our peple's in-
sustry thit has been held within the history

.

——
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f the soctety. It is hoped that the General
| Assembly will continue to treat this soclety
| senerousiv, by dofag whatewer it mav te '
i AECH ST R 1oy 10 inerease I = efllcieg '\,' tod '
| I
[

The statem+nt of the condition of the
Unlversity sent herewith is one made to the

Governor by the president of that institution
in an iuformal way. The report in full ot
the University wi:l be made to the General
Assembly at a later day. It is a matter for
profound gratitude that the University bas
pow the large:t atteadance upon its classes
that it has ever Lad in “its long and -usefal
history.

The appropriations made to this institution
heretofore bave been wisely and economical-
ly used, and I recommend to the Legisiature
to make auch additions to the appropriations
1o its treasury as may be demanded by its
increased attendance, and as may be justified
by the coandition of the public flaances,

It is believed that no other educational in-
stitution in the State is doing a better woiit
for the whole mass of the people than that
now being so0 successfully prosecuted by the
Normal acd Industrial College at Greens-
boro. Indeed, its work seems limited only
by the accommodations whieh have been
thus far furnished to it by the Genocral As-
sembly. All the buildings now upon the
campus have been occupied by students, and
the overflow from these has extended to the
private houses of the town. The unex-
ampled growth of this institution makes the
petition which 1ts managers prefer to the

General Assembly for additional buildings,
to be the call of a pressing need,

The report of the board having control of
the College of Agricultural and Mechanical
Arts is ~ubstituted herewith and exhibits the
operations of that institution for the last two
years. The equipmert and appointments of
this school are extensive and modern, and
well adapted to the work that it undertakes
todo. Itisa matter of surprise ard regret
that it has not been able to secure a much
larger attendance of students than it now
has in its clas:es,

The Colored Agricultural and Mechanical
College at Greensboro has not beengas large-
ly.patronized by our colored population as
the amount of money experded upon it
would seem to demand. 1tis hoped that the
General Assembiy may find some way to
iuduce a larger attendance upon its classes
than has yet been realized,

The reports respectively of the Western,
the Central and Eastern Hospitaly for the
Insane, are transmitted herewith, and your
attention iz called to the recommendations
therein contained. These recommendations
are made by experts in the matters and

. things to which they relate, and will be more

valuavle in informing and directing the
Legislature than will anything that might
be advised by non-experts.

The reports of the voards having control
of the schools for the education of the deal
and dumb apd blind are transmitted here-
with, and the recommendations in these
peports deserve careful consideration and
study at the hands of the people’s represen-
tati.es. I reccmmend to the General As-
sembly to take such steys at this session as
they may deem neecessary to gather into
thes« several schools all those unfortunates,
who ought to be in one or another of these
institutions.

The operations of the State peniten-
tiary for the past two years have e¢)a-
sisted mainly in farming. The man=ge-
ment, a8 I am informed, has not been aoie
to secure labor contracts forthe conviects ex-
cept to a very limited extent, and the 1n-
stitution has been compelled to rely mainly
upon the production of cotton as the monev

erop with which to realize for the payment of

itz expenses. The crops have been large in
amount, but sadly deficient in pecuniary
value. The low price of eotton has seriously
reduced the earpings of this institution. It
was contended by the maaagement during
the year 1896 that the institution was self-
suppoerting. This was denied by the succeed-
ing management, who contended that it waa
not sclf-supporting in that year, and never
bad beea. An experienced accountant was
employed by the prison board, who reporte |
that the institution for the years 1893, 1894,
1595 and 1896 ran behind more than £100,000.
The experiment of raising rice to a limited
extent, on the tide water Jands of the Cape
Fear, was attempted during the year 1898,
and according to my best information, has
been successful. The superintendant thinks
that this experiment shows an encouraging
profit, »

The plantation on the Roanoke river,
known as the Halifax farm, has been held by
the penitentiary under a lease, whi’h ex-
pires with the year 1899. The work of it has
never been proflitable to the State. It is
recommendl that it be surrendered to its
owners. The plautation known as the Cale-
donia, on the Roanoke river is held under a
lease which expires at the ead of the year
190!, The Stute holds an option on this
land at a stipulated price, I would recom-
mend that some provision be made for the
purchase of this propercy.

The most eplightened statesmanship, the
dietates of common humacity and the teaeh-
lugs of Christianity ueite to urge the law-
ruakers of this State to establish one or more
reformatories for the care and reformation
of young criminala,

Sinews the ipauguration of the present Gov-
ernor, on the 12th day of Jacuary, 1597, that
is for the two years 1897 and 1598, there have
been issued fifteen commutations, ard one
bundred and seven pardons., A report of
the same and the reasons therefor wili be
sutmitted to the General Assembly at this
sesuing,

Tae Governor refers to the lease of the
North Carclina Rarlroad and the suit of the
Southera Rulway growing out of said lease,
in which the court rendered a deereein favor
of the Southern Railway., He saya the gross
earnings of this company have increased, the
material condition of the road has been im-
proved, dividends of 2 per cent. have been
earcoed and paid to the stockholders, and it

© Wonld seem thint the property has inereased

In vane He reflors to the action of the

Railroad Comaissicrersto 1edyes te'egraph

’
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rates and the injunction obtained . ..
Weetern Union to prevent the reducei ;...
from mg iato em also the rady ‘tion
against or.e of the great railroad ayste.,, ,
the State in the matter of passenze: 4.
This reducti>n is also recisied by tha ;.-
recad, which has obtaired an inj;- .~
agninst it in the United States Court, 1, t.mi
these cases counsel have been emplojay o
represent the interests of the Btals ui ¢,
test the question involved.
In referinz to the expenses of maliii,
and musterir:g the troops into servis o
governor said it looked hazardous to poy
money which was needed for State pur;..

and take the chance of getting it back 1r,,.

the government at Washington, It way g.
cided to make a colorable paymen. oft).q
by the Auditor drawing warrants on g
state Treasury and the Treasurer h.!ii,
the funds to secure the State, until the« pav-
ment was made by the United States p,,
for the gaution exercised in this matter .,
Treas£ would have paid out some €23y
to earry ona war which, by the constiiutj-
and laws, is exclusively & matter of nations|
concern and control.

The incorporation of many of the com pa-
nies cf the State Guard imto the voluntesr
army of the United States has made a reqy.
ganization of the Guard necessary. This
work of reorganization has heen alrealy
commenced, and is being prosecuted as ry;.
idly as thoroubness will allow. I recop;.
mend thatZJ additionai appropriations 14
made for this service,

The Soldiers’ Home seems to have Loy
managed for the last two years with faithiy)
intelligence and economy, and the iumates
have teen tenderly carod for, so far as the
management has had funds and facilities
with which to provide for their wants |
recommend an increase in theappropriations
for thia institution, it the condition ¢f (he
public funds will justify such action.

It has been charged in the pablie press of
other States that North Carolina bas beey
ucder negro government, and that the Goy.
ernor of the State has appointed large num-
tera of colored pnrsons to office, I Lave
appointed in two years to civil officen1s per-
sons, of whom not more than eight wern col-
ored.

In the history of the Btate, sines the rivi
confliet, its credit was never so good as it is
and bas been during the wvear 1893, Whil
thie ia being written, the State Treasurer has

an offer of 1063{ for North Carolina 4 jer
cent. bonds,

The increase in the revenues collected by
the Secretary ol State reflects much crednt
upon the ability and diligence of that officer.
The following table shows collections in that
office for eight years:

Payments into the Treasury
for two years ending Nov.
B0, BB s v s e . @ 90 518.19

2 years ending Nov. 30, 1894. .., 102 39550
2 years ending Nov. 30, 1896.... 120.970.9
2 years cnding Nov. 30, 1893.... 156.530.7

It is believed that the cost atteadaat upon
the public printing could be very greatly
lessened if the State would purchasea print-
ing plant for the Institutions for the Educa-
tion of the Deal and Dumb and have work
done by the inmates of those iostitutions.

The report of the board of public charities
is presented herewith, and the attention ol
the General Assembly is called to its re.
commendations.

From the bi-ennial report of tha Btate
Board of Health, which I herewith tranemit,
the Loard Is of real service to the people of
the [State, in a quiet way eaving many
lives and much sickness and suffering. I
would also recommend a small addition to
the present insufficient appropriation for the
purposa of insuring a more thorough and
complete oversight of the water supplies ol
the State, both public and yprivate, tban i
now practicable.

The report of the Superintondent of Pub-
lie Instruction, which will be laid before the
General Assembly, is a very fall and thought
ful discussion of some questions relatioy
to our public schools. Its suggestions acd
reeommendations are commended to your
honorable bodies for such action as may bt
deemed wise and expedient.

While the last two years have not been
properous to the farming classes of the Btate
onaccount of the low prices commanded by
most sorts of farm products, thers has been
a large increase in the number of ecottou
manufacturing plants within oair borders. It
has been stated, and I have seen notbing ta
contradiet it, that North Carolina is now the
second State in the Scouth in cotton manu
facturing. Itis hoped the Genperal Assemb.y
will do wpatever ought 1o be dope, not on.)y
to foster thegrowth of mapufacturing in ¢u
midst, but also to promote the pro-porit)
and bappiness ol all cur people,

[zigned) Dasier L. Rossers
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Ryan's Biocking Tactics.

A special from Baltimore says Wi
L. Marbury, counsel for Thomas .
Ryan, of New York, who is endeavo®
in gto block the tale of the Seaboard &
Roanoke, parent corporation of th:
Seaboard Air Line system, to the sy =
dicate headed by Mr. John S. Willham=
filed abond in the circuit courtic
200,000 for an injuuvction to prever’
tue transfer of 3,000 shares of stocs
pooie’ with Messrs. Louis Mclan
and Laigh R. Watts, which Mr. Ry
claims the owners agreed to sell to him
at $125 a share two years ago. Judge
Wyckes approved tue bond and signed
the order for an injunction.
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rates his

a wise barber who never ilius~
stories with culs.




